[image: image1.emf]
January  2012
Dear Dance and Theater Artists:

The Richard H. Driehaus Foundation is pleased to announce the continuation of its funding program for small Chicago theater and dance companies.  The program is supported in part by a grant from the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation.

The 2012 application deadlines are:


-April 23, 2012  (decisions will be made in late summer) and 


-September 10, 2012  (decisions will be made in the winter of 2013).
Applications must be received in the office, or be postmarked, by 5:00 p.m. on those dates.  Please send or deliver all proposals to our office: 333 N. Michigan Avenue, Suite 510, Chicago, IL  60601.
While we recognize that all dance and theater companies need support, this funding program was designed specifically to address the needs of small professional companies.  Our goal is to encourage and advance the  richness and variety - aesthetic, stylistic, thematic, geographical, and cultural - in Chicago's vibrant fields of dance and theater.  To that end, we accept proposals only from companies that emphasize professional presentation instead of education or community outreach.
Use of grants in this program may be unrestricted. Grants will range from $3,000 to $10,000 and will be made to dance and theater companies that reside in the Chicago metropolitan area, have produced at least one show in the Chicago area, and have annual operating budgets of less than $150,000.

The Foundation also offers a limited number of grants to individual dance or theater artists living in the Chicago area. The explicit purpose of these grants is for the development and presentation in Chicago of a new, original work that demonstrates a new level of artistic ambition and/or projects that will figure prominently in the career of the individual artist. The Foundation is pleased to consider work of an interdisciplinary nature.

ILLINOIS CULTURAL DATA PROJECT:  The Richard H. Driehaus Foundation has partnered with other funders in Illinois and with the Illinois Cultural Data Project (Illinois CDP) to create an online system for collecting and standardizing financial and organizational data. The Driehaus Foundation now recommends its applicants to complete a data profile annually through the Illinois CDP web site (http://www.ilculturaldata.org).  You can use the information that you enter into the data profile in your application to the Driehaus Foundation, as well as to other participating funders.

The Illinois CDP will provide the cultural community with consistent, reliable, comprehensive data on arts and culture in Illinois, and enable organizations to view trends, benchmark themselves against peer organizations, and enhance financial management capacity. It should also make future applications easier.
Please review the grant application on the following pages. If you believe that your company fits the criteria, we would welcome your application (you may also call or send an e-mail to Peter Handler if you have questions about your eligibility).  We encourage you to submit your proposal in time for us to see your company's current work on stage.  Thank you for your interest.

Sincerely,

Richard H. Driehaus 


Sunny Fischer


         Peter Handler
President



Executive Director

         Program Director

THE RICHARD H. DRIEHAUS FOUNDATION
SMALL THEATER AND DANCE COMPANY FUNDING PROGRAM
APPLICATION FORM
Date______________________

Organization Name ______________________________________________________
Address _______________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip _________________________________________________________
Phone Number(s) _______________________________________________________      
E-mail Address _______________________  Web Site_________________________     
Contact Person/Title ______________________________________​______________
Organizational Budget:$                                   Request: $ ______________________   
Purpose of Request (e.g. General Operating, Marketing, etc.) ___________________      
Are you a: Dance Company ____   Theater Company_____  Both _____ 
Date of company founding:                      Date of company incorporation _______

___________________________________________________________________________

As briefly as possible (please limit yourself to 5 pages), tell us about your theater or dance company.  Our purpose is to get the best possible sense of your company.  While artistic merit is our primary concern, we are also interested in how management will strengthen that artistic merit.  We will learn from what you send us.  We would prefer, instead of a traditional proposal, a letter that tells us what you think we should know.  Some suggestions include: 

· a history of your organization
· a description of it currently

· what is the company's personality

· why you began the company and what you hope to accomplish (i.e., your mission)
· a description of your company members and their relevant biographies

· how you choose or develop work

· how particular shows serve your mission
· the challenges your company faces

· your vision for the company over the next 3 - 5 years
· how you market your company's work

· your company's recent and upcoming performance schedule
· how your company would spend the grant.

We will consider joint proposals from more than one company.  We encourage proposals for general operations, but will also consider proposals for capacity building (we define capacity building as efforts to develop audiences, enhance board development, raise money, and plan for the growth or maintenance of a company).
Application -- Page 2

PLEASE ATTACH THE FOLLOWING MATERIALS TO YOUR PROPOSAL (without 

these your grant application cannot be considered):


          □
Completed application form

          □
Roster of company members and staff

          □
Board of Directors, with their affiliations, addresses, and phone numbers

          □
Current IRS ruling proving 501 (c)(3) status, or name of a fiscal agent and the fiscal 


agent's IRS ruling

          □
List of recent and upcoming performances

          □
Operating budgets for the years: 2010; 2011; 2012; and 2013.  Include anticipated annual expenses and income sources (broken out by ticket sales, company classes, concessions, rental income, foundation grants, corporate support, etc.)  Please also attach a list of all of your foundation, government and corporate donors and how much they each contributed.  And include an explanation of how you raise money from individuals (e.g. a benefit fund-raiser or direct mail).  If any one budget category increases or decreases by more than 20% from one year to the next, please provide an explanation.  (We have provided a Budget Form as a guide for you.)


NOTE: If you choose to attach the Illinois CDP Funder Report for The Richard H. Driehaus Foundation, the income and expense information for your three most recently completed fiscal years will be included there; you then do not have to provide that information in the budget form below.

          □
A copy of the most recently audited financial statement, if your company has one, or your 990

*NOTE: Please send us two sets of all materials that you submit (an original plus one copy), not 

   including videos and dvds.

OPTIONAL ATTACHMENTS (items that can help us learn more about your company):

          □
List of references or letters of support

          □
Reviews or articles about the company (please include source and date)

          □
List of awards received by the company

          □
Videos or dvds of performances.  Note: Promotional videos or dvds are generally


not a good medium for us to evaluate your work.  Please include an entire piece 


(especially for dance) or an extended excerpt (for theater).  If submitting a video,



please cue the tape to the point where you would like us to begin watching.

The deadlines for receipt of applications are 5:00 p.m., April 23, 2012 and 5:00 p.m., September 10, 2012 (applications must be received in the office, or be postmarked, by those dates). Companies may apply once each year. Companies that receive grants in one year are eligible to receive additional grants from this program for up to 3 consecutive years.  There is, however, no promise of renewed funding and unless otherwise contracted, companies must re-apply each year.

Mail or deliver proposals to:

Peter Handler, Program Director
The Richard H. Driehaus Foundation

333 N. Michigan Avenue, Suite 510

Chicago, IL  60601

If you have any questions, call Kim Romero or Peter Handler at 312-641-5772.  

Please do not fax or e-mail applications.
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Suggested Budget Form For Small Theater and Dance Companies

Name of Company:___________________________________
Is your budget based on a calendar or fiscal year ? (circle one)

If a fiscal year, please list start and end dates: ___________________

INCOME

Earned

      Actual 2010       Projected 2011   Actual 2011     Projected 2012      Projected 2013
	Ticket Sales
	
	
	
	
	

	Residencies/Workshops
	
	
	
	
	

	Contracted Services
	
	
	
	
	

	         Subtotal
	
	
	
	
	


Contributed:

   Actual 2010        Projected 2011   Actual 2011       Projected 2012      Projected 2013
	Foundation
	
	
	
	
	

	Government
	
	
	
	
	

	Corporate
	
	
	
	
	

	Individuals
	
	
	
	
	

	         Subtotal
	
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL INCOME
	
	
	
	
	


Budget Form – Page 2
EXPENSES

Programming:
 Actual 2010        Projected 2011     Actual 2011      Projected 2012       Projected 2013
	Salaries/Fees Paid to Artists
	
	
	
	
	

	Production
	
	
	
	
	

	Marketing
	
	
	
	
	

	         Subtotal
	
	
	
	
	


Administrative:
 Actual 2010        Projected 2011     Actual 2011      Projected 2012       Projected 2013
	Salaries
	
	
	
	
	

	Fundraising
	
	
	
	
	

	Office Space
	
	
	
	
	

	Utilities
	
	
	
	
	

	Office Supplies & Materials
	
	
	
	
	

	Miscellaneous
	
	
	
	
	

	         Subtotal
	
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL EXPENSES
	
	
	
	
	


