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January 2012
The Richard H. Driehaus Foundation and the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation are pleased to announce the tenth year of their funding program for Chicago-based arts and culture organizations. The MacArthur Fund for Arts and Culture at The Richard H. Driehaus Foundation is seeking applications from organizations that have budgets of $500,000 or less and reside in and serve the Chicago metropolitan area. That area is defined as the counties of Cook, DuPage, Lake, McHenry, Kane and Will. Most grants will be in the range of $5,000 to $15,000. Most of the grants will be for general operating support.  This is a highly competitive program. 
NEW DEADLINES FOR 2012:

The deadline for receipt of proposals from performing arts organizations (music, theater and dance groups) in 2012 is 5 p.m. on March 1, 2012. The deadline for receipt of proposals from all other groups: literary arts, visual and media arts, interdisciplinary arts, special projects, museums as well as service, policy or advocacy groups is 5 p.m. on June 1, 2012. All proposals must be in our office, or postmarked, by those dates.  We hope to respond within four months of our deadlines.
The following arts and culture organizations may apply: performing arts; visual and media arts; literary arts; interdisciplinary arts; special projects; museums, and service, policy or advocacy groups. We hope to make grants in each category of the arts and to have geographic reach. The decisions for funding will be based on artistic contribution, potential for stability and, in some cases, growth and compelling mission. If you believe that your organization fits the criteria, we would welcome your application.

Please note. This fund is not intended for arts education programs, or for community music groups and community theater organizations.  It is also not intended for professional theater and dance companies with operating budgets of less than $150,000. Those companies should review the guidelines for The Small Theater and Dance Group Funding Project at www.driehausfoundation.org/support/. 

 

How to Apply: Submit a proposal limited to five pages. The first four pages should include a brief description of your organization and your request. The final page should be a summary of your organization’s budgets for 2012 and 2013. Please also review and complete the application form.  Mail or deliver your proposal and application form to our new address:

The MacArthur Fund for Arts and Culture

The Richard H. Driehaus Foundation

333 N. Michigan Avenue, Suite 510
Chicago, IL 60601

ILLINOIS CULTURAL DATA PROJECT

The Richard H. Driehaus Foundation has partnered with other funders in Illinois and with the Illinois Cultural Data Project (Illinois CDP) to create an online system for collecting and standardizing financial and organizational data. The Driehaus Foundation now recommends that its applicants complete a data profile annually through the Illinois CDP web site (http://www.ilculturaldata.org).  You can use the information that you enter into the data profile in your application to the Driehaus Foundation, as well as to other participating funders.

The Illinois CDP will provide the cultural community with consistent, reliable, comprehensive data on arts and culture in Illinois, and enable organizations to view trends, benchmark themselves against peer organizations, and enhance financial management capacity. It should also make future applications easier.
If you have any questions about the MacArthur Fund for Arts and Culture, please call Kim Romero or Richard Cahan at 312-641-5772, or contact Richard at RichardCahan@aol.com or his cell phone is 847-722-9244.  Thank you for your interest.

MACARTHUR FUND FOR ARTS AND CULTURE 

AT THE

RICHARD H. DRIEHAUS FOUNDATION
APPLICATION FORM
Date ________________

Organization Name ________________________________________________________ 
Fiscal Agent, if applicable ___________________________________________________
Address __________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip ____________________________________________________________ 
Phone Number(s) __________________________________________________________ 
E-mail address ___________________________ Web Site_________________________    
Contact Person/Title ________________________________________________________ 
Organizational Budget $                                        Request $ __________________________ 
Purpose of Request (e.g. General Operating, Marketing, etc.) ________________________ 
Name and title of the person who will administer the grant __________________________ 

           __________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

As briefly as possible (please limit yourself to five pages), tell us about your organization. Our purpose is to get the best possible sense of your group. You may submit a traditional proposal or a letter that tells us what you think we should know. Some suggestions include: a history of your organization, a description of it currently, why the organization was begun and what you hope to accomplish (i.e., your mission), the challenges your organization faces, your vision for the organization over the next three to five years, how you market your organization's work, and how your organization would spend the grant.
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ATTACHMENTS (without these your grant application cannot be considered)
Please attach the following materials to your proposal or letter:


—Completed application form


—Roster of staff members 

—Board of directors, with their affiliations, addresses, and phone numbers

—IRS ruling proving 501 (c)(3) status, or name of a fiscal agent and the fiscal

    agent's IRS ruling

—Operating budgets for the years 2012 and 2013. Include anticipated expenses and

    income sources

—A copy of the most recent audited financial statement if your group has been audited.

NOTE: Please send us two sets of all materials that you submit (an original plus one copy).

OPTIONAL ATTACHMENTS: 

—List of references or letters of support

—Reviews or articles about the organization


—Videos or CDs of performances (only one copy is necessary).


—Illinois CDP Funder Report for The Richard H. Driehaus Foundation

NEW DEADLINES FOR 2012:

The deadline for receipt of proposals from performing arts organizations (music, theater and dance groups) in 2012 is 5 p.m. on March 1, 2012. The deadline for receipt of proposals from all other groups: literary arts, visual and media arts, interdisciplinary arts, special projects, museums as well as service, policy or advocacy groups is 5 p.m. on June 1, 2012. All proposals must be in our office, or postmarked, by those dates. We hope to respond within four months of our deadlines.
Mail proposals to:

Richard Cahan, program officer


The MacArthur Fund for Arts & Culture

The Richard H. Driehaus Foundation

333 N. Michigan Avenue, Suite 510

Chicago, IL 60601

If you have any questions, call Kim Romero or Richard Cahan at 312-641-5772. You can also reach Richard on his cell phone at 847-722-9244. Please do not fax applications.
